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Synopsis

Winner of 2014 US Gourmand Drinks Award Taste 5,000 years of brewing history as a
time-traveling home brewer rediscovers and re-creates the great beers of the past. The Brewer’s
Tale is a beer-filled journey into the past: the story of brewers gone by and one brave writer’'s quest
to bring them - and their ancient, forgotten beers - back to life, one taste at a time. This is the story
of the world according to beer, a toast to flavors born of necessity and place - in Belgian
monasteries, rundown farmhouses, and the basement nanobrewery next door. So pull up a barstool
and raise a glass to 5,000 years of fermented magic. Fueled by date-and-honey gruel, sour
pediococcus-laced lambics, and all manner of beers between, William Bostwick’s rollicking quest for
the drink’s origins takes him into the redwood forests of Sonoma County, to bullet-riddled South
Boston brewpubs, and across the Atlantic, from Mesopotamian sands to medieval monasteries to
British brewing factories. Bostwick compares notes with the Mt. Vernon historian in charge of
preserving George Washington’s molasses-based home brew, and he finds the ancestor of today’s
macrobrewed lagers in a nineteenth-century spy’s hollowed-out walking stick. Wrapped around this
modern reportage are deeply informed tales of history’s archetypal brewers: Babylonian temple
workers, Nordic shamans, patriots, rebels, and monks. The Brewer’s Tale unfurls from the ancient
goddess Ninkasi, ruler of intoxication, to the cryptic beer hymns of the Rig Veda and down into the
clove-scented treasure holds of India-bound sailing ships. With each discovery comes Bostwick’s
own turn at the brew pot, an exercise that honors the audacity and experimentation of the craft. A
sticky English porter, a pricelessly rare Belgian, and a sacred, shamanic wormwood-tinged gruit

each offer humble communion with the brewers of yore.
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Customer Reviews

A fascinating tale, starting with beers humble origins in mesopotamia, and following the various
stages of this legendary character as it changes with each era of human history. A great read that

brings you closer to the rich tradition behind that pint.

Gave this as a gift to a cherished niece and her great hubby, both of whom are true beer
connoisseurs. They’ve sung its praise and have said they’re going to buy copies as gifts for their

beer-knowledgeable friends.

Funny, interesting, even if a tad verbose at times. Wholly interesting and original perspective to talk
about the history of beer. Reviews nearly every major civilization that produced beers from ancient
Egyptians to the Industrial Revolution. Anyone that loves beer would enjoy this book because it

paints beer out to be one of the great heroes of humanity.

Bought as a gift for my zymologist brother. He said enjoyed it and it sits on his shelf at work. The

design of the book cover is pleasing.

Fascinating! | usually drink about one beer a week, so | want to know learn about all types and

make it count.

Loved this. As a rookie home brewer | found it informative, funny, and entertaining. As a history

geek, too, it was a double benefit!

I've already read through it twice. It really is a journey of beer history. Well executed.

Bought as a gift for someone who loves history and brewing. Came as expected and was in great

condition.
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